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When was the last time.
you leamned something by sit-
ting down and facing the cor-
nerof s oom? Can'tremember?
Neither can Ann Brazil, which
is exacily why she created
“TimeQut Tot" a DVD thatuses
the concept of “time out” and
the help of & neighborhood
squirrel fo teach children good

“Lots of kids are sent to
time out end they don’t know

why they are sent there,” said-

Brazil, “The mom is ustated,
the child is frusirated, and at
that point, mom just needs a
break so the child gets sent to
e out. But the ime-out con-

cept doesn’'t work i the child:

doesn't understand what they
did wrong.”
In less than a year, Brazil

has created a children’s DVD .

lual wiins lorlmdge e e gap of
understanding by giving moms”
and dads a learning tool 1o use
with their children.

Puttingon the DV still al-
lows time for a calm separation,
said Brazil, but with the helpof
a friendly orange squirrel, chil-

dren can leamn sbout what is |

right and wrong, instead of just
staring at a wail.

The viewer canalsoselect
atopic fom the DVD menu and
Brazil herself gives tips for par-
ents on how to manape behav-
iorunemotionally.

So farthe DV has gained
prrige from the community and
even recently won a 2004 Par-
cnts Choice Approved Award,
placing the DVD among the
ranks of Disncy's “Finding
MNemo™ and Buena Vista Home
Entcriainment’s “Winnic the
Pooh: Seasons of Giving.”

“TimeOut Tot” may not
have been produced by a me-

endent,
eekly April 22-28, 2004

dia giant like Disney or Buena
Vista, but the local San Marino
mom said she didn't need mil-
lions of dollars to put her expe-
riences and knowledge in the
hands of parents. After work-
ing in video marketing for the
past 25 years and raising three
children, Brazil said she feels
like she knows what works.
With the assistance of her net-
work of friends within the in-
dustry, the project was under-

WEY.

. She and a friend came up
with the design for the squirrel
puppet laiown as “Ioi” snd &
Jim Homson puppet-maker

“made that design tangible. Bra-

zil said her bigeest inspiration
did not come from the studios
or media mmpa.ﬂircs she has
worked with throughout her
career, but fiom maising a son

- vith a disability.

“He’s 18 years old now
and T wanld describe him as a
regular Forest Guimp,” she said,
“Evéryone ioves him and he

- has come so far but it has taken

along time to get him there.”
“Having a child whose
toddlerhood lssted o few years

- longer than normal kept me in

the learning ond teaching zone
for an extended time,” said Bra-
2l “Thed to really figure outways
that work for sornebody who
doesn’t understand very easily.
“There was so much ! leamed.”
The DVD deals with com-
mon misbehaviors such as bit-
ing, pushing, whining, and tan
trums by giving the chiid a taste
of what tho¥ behaviors look
like. Aimned at three- to five-vear-

‘old children, the DVD has

scenes of children acting out
rnishchaviors followed by talks
with Tot and examples of the
resulis good bohavior can
bring. And that is what one lo-
cal kindergarten teachers said
she likes about “TimeOut Tot.”

“Toi," & squlﬁel Is ‘eetwm in
the BYO.

“Many times ch:!dr:n
don’t realize how it sounds or
looks to others when they mis- .
behave,” said Melanie Arms, n
teacher at Carver Elementary
School in San Maring.

The San Gabriel resident,
who has been teaching for 30
vears, said that she likes that
the DVD acknowlodges what
was dong wrong but also likes
that it demonstrates what good

" behavior is.

“This lets children know
they are still pood kids but their
misbehavior vould affect their
relationshipe with others,”
Arms said,

~ Brazil rmsedml’aeadana,
now resides in San Marino
where she heads up Pausitive
Programs, the company that re~
leased the DVD). Brazil said she
hopes to use money Tom her
DVD sales to open a group
home for children with disabili-
ties.

*1 never thought this
would be my life but { believe
there is a purpose for all this,”
said Brazil, "I just want to sharc
my experiences with parents
who may be straggling to get
their kids through the preschool
years., All children meke mis-
takes. It is how we as parents
handle them that makes a dif-
ference.”



